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by completely identifying herself with her husband learn
to identify herself with the whole world.
Such a sati would refuse to give way to wild grief at
the death of her husband, but would ever strive to make
her husband's ideals and virtues live again in her actions
and thereby win for him the crown of immortality.
Knowing that the soul of him whom she married is not
dead but still lives, she will never think of remarrying.
The reader will here be perhaps tempted to ask, " The
sati that you have pictured is a being untouched by passion
or animal appetite. She can have no desire for offspring.
Why should she marry at all ? " The reply is that in our
present-day Hindu society marriage, in a vast majority of
cases, is not a matter of choice. Again, there are some who
believe that in our ramshackle age marriage is necessary as
a shield to virtue and as an aid to self-restraint. And as
a matter of fact I personally know several instances of
persons, who, though at the time of the marriage were not
free from animal passion, later on became imbued with the
ideal of absolute chastity and found in their married life
a powerful means for realizing their ideal. I have cited
these instances to show that the ideal of sati that I have
depicted is not merely a counsel of perfection that has no
place outside the world of theory but something that has
to be lived up to and realized in this very matter-of-fact
world of ours.
But I readily concede that the average wife who
strives to attain the ideal of sati will be a mother too. She
must, therefore, add to her various other qualities men-
tioned above a knowledge of rearing and bringing flip
children so that they might live to be true servants of their
country.
All that I have said about the wife applies equally to
the husband. If the wife has to prove her loyalty and un-
divided devotion to her husband, so has the husband to
prove his allegiance and devotion to his wife. You cannot
have one set of weights and measures for the one and a